
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

The Bottom Line 

 

          In the business world there is an expression; it is called the bottom line. It is very 

important because it has to do with profit and loss. Very briefly it means this: you add 

up all your income. And then you subtract from that all your expenses. And the balance 

is your bottom line. If it is positive, you show a profit. If it is negative, well, you’ve lost 

your money. 

     This is what Jesus is talking about in today’s gospel: the bottom line of life. “What 

profit does a man show who gains the whole world and destroys himself in the process?” It 

makes no difference how much money has been made. If you sell your soul, the bottom 

line is always negative. You lost! 

     Now a person can actually trade his or her soul for the world. In this regard we think 

of Hitler or Alexander the Great. They desired to conquer the world. Hitler thought he 

had a calling and a responsibility to rule the world. And Alexander sat down and cried 

because there were no more kingdoms to conquer. 

   But these two persons weren’t the only ones Jesus had in mind There are thousands 

and thousands or ordinary men and women who are trading their souls for the world. 

It happens all the time. 

     Today Jesus reminds us of the value of human life. Sure, there are some transactions 

where we can show a little profit or a little loss yet still come out ahead of the game. But 

that is not the case with spiritual values. If a person loses his integrity, his ability to 

love, his compassion, then there is no way for any profit to offset that kind of a loss. The 

whole material universe is not worth the loss of one single person. 

     Today Jesus pays us a compliment. He reminds us of our real value. In our lives, we 

have eternal value. And He tells us we are still going to exist when all the stars have 

gone out and the pyramids have crumbled to dust. Nothing in this material world can 

compare to us in real honest-to-goodness value/worth. So, don’t ever make a bad 

bargain. Don’s sell yourself for the world. 

     When you get to the bottom line of life, be sure your spiritual values are there. Love. 

Kindness. Truth. Integrity. Courage. Honor. These are all worth more than all the 

money in the world.  
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     If you can get and hold onto these spiritual values, then you are going to be set 

forever. 

      

*Inspired by Luke 9:22-25 


